GHAPTEE   XXIII.

FABRA3WE OP TWO FUGITIVES FEOM VERG-INIA.

FIWE settlers in Wilberforce, were in general, in-
JL dustrious and thrifty farmers: they cleared their
land, sowed grain, planted orchards, raised cattle, and
in short, showed to the world that they were in no
way inferior to the white population, when given an
equal chance with them. In proof of this let me say,
that it was uniformly the practice of persons traveling
from London to Groderich, to remain in our settlement
over night, in preference to going on to find entertain-
ment among their own class of people. And we
believe that the whites are bound to admit, that the
experiment of the Wflberforce colony proves that the
colored man can not only take care of himself, but is
capable of improvement; as industrious and intelli-
gent as themselves, when the yoke is taken from off
their necks, and a chance given them to exercise their
pbiliti.es. True, many of them had just escaped fromosition. I would never have betrayed
